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acumen in the linguistic section of the work. He succeeds in orienting the 
Molise dialect upon the great body of Slavic speech and shows whence the 
migration was derived ; and, by a critical examination of speech forms, is able 
to identify its period quite independently of the formal record of documents. 
It affords a most interesting example of the contribution of philology to the art 
of the historian. William Churchill. 

Palaeolithic Man and Terramara Settlements in Europe. Being the 
Munro Lectures in Anthropology and Prehistoric Archaeology in Connection with 
the University of Edinburgh. Delivered during Feb. and March 1012. By 
Robert Munro. xxi and 507 pp. Ills., bibliogr., index. Oliver & Boyd, Edin- 
burgh, 1912. Macmillan Co., New York. 16s. 10x7. 

Viewed as a compendium this work is very timely. The sudden increase of 
our knowledge of the earliest men of Europe derived from the discovery of 
their graphic arts in southern France and northern Spain, the recent discoveries 
in England of the man of Galley Hill and the woman of the Piltdown skull, 
these make it of extreme value that we have in convenient summary the results 
of previous discovery. The volume is introductory. Relative to the study of 
prehistoric man it is in a certain sense a primer; therefore it is most strongly 
characterized by the summation of definitely accepted results of the early finds. 
Dr. Munro, in these lectures to beginners in anthropology, did not find it in- 
cumbent upon him to attempt the decision of controverted points. He has ren- 
dered more valuable service by stating with fairness each theory of explana- 
tion. This is particularly well shown in his chapter on Pithecanthropus erectus. 
While these lectures are expressly designed to prepare students for the more 
detailed study of fossil man, they will serve the general reader excellently as 
affording a clear conspectus of all that is known on the subject up to the pres- 
ent. William Churchill. 

Die germanischen Stamme und die Kulturen zwischen Oder und 

Passarge zur romischen Kaiserzeit. Von Erich Blume. 1. Teil: 
Text, vi and 213 pp. Map, ills. Mannus-Bibliothek, No. 8. Curt Kabitzsch, 
Wurzburg, 1912. Mk. 8. io^ x 7%. 

This volume finds its place in a considerable and rapidly growing library 
of the literature of the early history of Europe. It deals with a history of 
which there are no written records. It is based upon the record yielded by 
careful search of the soil itself for its treasure of trifles lost or discarded ages 
ago. Here we have the record for a small area in Germany, no more than the 
district between the Oder and the Passarge, and a study limited to the Roman 
imperial age. In general this method of close study of limited areas and par- 
ticular epochs has been found to yield the most satisfactory results. The method 
of such work has become standardized into a conventional form based upon the 
results of similar experience. The nature of the terrain is carefully set forth 
in order to afford the best information about the sites where finds are made. 
Each object is described as to its site and the conditions of its discovery, objects 
of similar type are brought together for comparison in the discussion. The 
museum deposit is sedulously noted so that the special student may be able to 
pursue his researches with ease and celerity. The best result of any such mono- 
graph is to serve as an index whereby the more general investigator may lay 
his hand upon all the material remains which may serve in the elaboration of 
whatever thesis he may contemplate. The wealth of the illustrations in this 
volume should prove of great assistance. William Churchill. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Diagrams of Storm Tracks and Thermo-Isopleths. By J. I. Craig. 

2 pp. Diagrams. Reprint, Meteor. Rept., 1910, Part 2, Surv. Dept., Egypt. 

Cairo, 1913. 

Mr. J. I. Craig, whose name is already well known in connection with the 
meteorological work of the Egyptian Survey Department, has lately plotted the 
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tracks of the cyclonic storms which crossed the eastern Mediterranean and the 
neighboring lands during the years 1906-1910, i. e., of those storms which are 
of importance in bringing Egypt its winter rains. It is worth noting that 
cases are on record of a control over Egyptian weather by a cyclonic system 
as far north as the Gulf of Bothnia. Egypt has dry years and poor crops when 
the storms which cross the eastern Mediterranean are not well developed, or 
when their tracks lie farther north than usual. The plotting and study of 
these tracks are of great and immediate importance in relation to weather fore- 
casting in Egypt, but every student of the climatology of Egypt and of other 
portions of the eastern Mediterranean region is under obligations to Mr. Craig 
for giving us these interesting charts. A study of climate without a knowledge 
of the controls of the weather types which make up the climate is aimless and 
dead. We confess that we ourselves have a more vivid idea of the climate of 
Egypt and of its controls since our examination of Mr. Craig's charts. 

In the same report are two diagrams showing the thermo-isopleths of Cairo 
and Alexandria. This sort of graphic representation of temperature condi- 
tions makes the daily and annual march of temperature very clear, and serves 
to summarize a large amount of climatological information within a very small 
compass. It is a pity that such diagrams are not often modelled, as was done 
by Mr. A. H. Palmer a few years ago with the thermo-isopleths of Boston, Mass. 

R. DeC. Ward. 

Weather Science. By R. G. K. Lempfert. 94 pp. Maps, index. Dodge 
Publishing Co., New York, 191 2. 20 cents. 6^x4^. 

The subject matter covered in the 94 pages of this little book can be best 
indicated by stating the title of each chapter. 

1. Meteorological Observations and the Processes Involved in Atmospheric 
Changes; 2. Synoptic Meteorology; 3. Forecasting From Synoptic Charts; 
4. Average Values ; 5. Departure from Average Values — Correlation ; 6. The 
Upper Air; 7. Bibliography. 

An effort seems to have been made to present the discussion in terms under- 
standable by the layman or the elementary student. It can hardly be said that 
the author has been successful in this attempt throughout the book. However, 
the volume is good for the student interested in the meteorology and weather 
of England and continental Europe who desires a very brief resume of con- 
ditions in these regions. The bibliography, unless intended to include only 
the books used in the compilation of this volume, is quite incomplete. 

Eugene Van Cleef. 

An der See. Geologisch-geographische Betrachtungen fUr mittlere und reife 
Schtiler. Von Prof. Dr. P. Dahms. In series: Dr. B. Schmids naturwiss. 
Schulerbibliothek, 3. iv and 210 pp. Maps, ills., index. B. G. Teubner, 
Leipzig, 1911. 3 mks. 8x5^. 

Professor Dahms tells the life story of the German seashore by means of 
geological and geographical observations. In a style adapted to students in 
their teens he tells how waves do their work, now aiding in the formation of 
land and again carrying it away, and how man defies the flood, wresting from 
its power one bit of territory after another. Very wisely he tells his readers 
that their own personal studies out of doors must supplement the descriptions in 
these pages. 

GENERAL 

Dans L'Atlantique. Sainte-Helene aux xvii<= et xviiie siecles, l'Archipel de 
Tristan da Cunha, Cotes de l'Afrique Australe, les Voyages d'Auguste Brous- 
sonet au Maroc et aux Canaries. Par Henri Deherain. viii and 243 pp. Maps. 
Hachette et Cie., Paris, 1912. Fr. 3.50. 7}4 x 5- 

The best feature of this book is the 86 pages devoted to the Island of Tristan 
da Cunha, the largest of the three volcanic islands in the South Atlantic, some- 
times referred to as the Tristan da Cunha Archipelago. The author has col- 



